
Women’s Rights still a mystery in Teso sub region 

 

Born and raised from Lira district and married in 

Ochero sub county, Kaberamaido district, Florence 

dropped out of school in senior two and was married 

off. “I loved school and I dreamt of becoming a 

teacher one day but this was not to be. I was born a 

girl and had to get married to bring cows home”; says 

39-year-oldFlorence Akullu. 

In June 2022, Florence was one of the 20 women 

identified in Kaberamaido district for training by 

CoACT as a mediator.  

“In Kaberamaido, women and girls face a lot of challenges but the worst are domestic violence 

and child marriages. In my village for instance, girls continue to be married off at a tender age, 

denying them the opportunity to complete school and condemning them to lifetime of abuse and 

poverty. The lack of education coupled with domestic violence disempower women and girls and 

inhibits their ability to stand up for their rights.  

Women are the majority participants in community engagements, school meetings including in 

churches yet they are left behind in decision making. The belief in dowry is still strong here. Even 

after producing 8 children with a man, in case of any misunderstanding, the man’s family will 

send a woman away and demand for a refund of the dowry. This strains the woman’s family as 

often they no longer have the cows for the refund. In many cases women are told by their family 

to return to their husband even when they are constantly abused and threatened with murder. I 

call upon CoACT that this education they have started should continue and reach the whole 

country so that women and girls can be saved from the dowry related violence and slavery.  

In June 2022, I was identified by the Kaberamaido District Gender Officer as one of those to be 

trained by CoACT as a woman mediator. This was the time for me to participate in such an 

organized training. From this training I learnt about human rights, gained skills in leadership and 

the qualities I need to develop to be a good leader. I also learnt that we can resolve conflicts in a 

non-violent manner. I had never heard anyone talk about non-violent conflict resolution. I have 

started applying the mediation skills I acquired. Now I know that the refund of dowry is banned 

in Uganda by law. The majority of the people in my community do not know this. I have set a side 

Saturday afternoons as time to meet with women in my community, educate them on what I have 

learnt, so that together we can develop strategies to address the issues that affect us as women.  

I have so far mediated 4 cases of domestic violence one of which was referred to me by the sub 

county leaders. I plan to meet with girls during the school holidays. I will teach them about their 

human rights and how to protect themselves against teenage pregnancies, and child marriage.   

 



As the saying goes, knowledge is power. I now feel empowered to demand for my rights. I wish 

this training had come earlier. CoACT is helping to fill the gap from the education I missed as a 

young girl. I am so happy that I now have a certificate as a woman mediator. I had never received 

a certificate. My district and sub county leaders know that I am trained by CoACT as a mediator.  

I will continue to serve my community especially reaching out to women and girls to stand up for 

their human rights”. 

 

 

 

 

Florence Akullu shares her story during the training of women mediators in 

Kaberamaido: Telephone: +256 776987318 

 


